
Paramedic Basic Scope of Practice Updated 8/23/2007

Procedures
Fresno, 
Kings, 

Madera

Mountain-
Valley

North 
Coast

Northern 
California

San 
Bernardino, 
Inyo, Mono

Sierra-Sac Sonoma/Napa 
Mendocino

Alameda Contra Costa El Dorado

Perform defib & cardioversion X X X X X X X X X X

Visualize airway by use of 
laryngoscope & remove foreign 
bodies

X X X X X X X X X X

Perform pulmonary ventilation:

(a) lower airway multi-lumen 
adjuncts X X X X X X X

(b) esophageal airway X X X X X

(c) adult oral endotracheal 
intubation X X X X X X X X X X

Institute IV catheters, needles or 
other IV lines X X X X X X X X X X

Saline locks X X X X X X X X X X
Administer intravenous glucose 
sol. or isotonic bal. salt solutions X X X X X X X X X X

Obtain venous blood samples X X X X X X X X X X

Use glucose measuring device X X X X X X X X X X

Perform Valsalva maneuver X X X X X X X X X X

Perform needle cricothyroidotomy X X X X X X X X X X

Perform needle thoracostomy X X X X X X X X X X

Monitor thoracostomy tubes X X X X X X X X X X

Monitor & adjust IV solutions 
containing potassium £ 20 
mEq/L

X X X X X X X X X X
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Paramedic Basic Scope of Practice Updated 8/23/2007

Procedures Imperial Kern Los Angeles Marin Merced Monterey Orange Riverside Sacramento San Benito San Diego

Perform defib & cardioversion X X X X X X X X X X X

Visualize airway by use of 
laryngoscope & remove foreign 
bodies

X X X X X X X X X X X

Perform pulmonary ventilation:
(a) lower airway multi-lumen 
adjuncts X X X X X X

(b) esophageal airway X X X X
(c) adult oral endotracheal 
intubation X X X X X X X X X X X

Institute IV catheters, needles or 
other IV lines X X X X X X X X X X X

Saline locks X X X X X X X X X X

Administer intravenous glucose 
sol. or isotonic bal. salt solutions X X X X X X X X X X X

Obtain venous blood samples X X X X X X X X X

Use glucose measuring device X X X X X X X X X X X

Perform Valsalva maneuver X X X X X X X X X X X

Perform needle cricothyroidotomy X X X X X

Perform needle thoracostomy X X X X X X X X X X X

Monitor thoracostomy tubes X X X X X X X X X

Monitor & adjust IV solutions 
containing potassium £ 20 
mEq/L

X X X X X X X
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Paramedic Basic Scope of Practice Updated 8/23/2007

Procedures San 
Francisco

San Joaquin San Luis 
Obispo

San Mateo Santa 
Barbara

Santa Clara Santa Cruz Solano Tulare Tuolumne Ventura

Perform defib & cardioversion X X X X X X X X X

Visualize airway by use of 
laryngoscope & remove foreign 
bodies

X X X X X X X X X

Perform pulmonary ventilation:

(a) lower airway multi-lumen 
adjuncts X X X X X X

(b) esophageal airway X X X X X

(c) adult oral endotracheal 
intubation X X X X X X X X

Institute IV catheters, needles or 
other IV lines X X X X X X X X X

Saline locks X X X X X X X X

Administer intravenous glucose 
sol. or isotonic bal. salt solutions X X X X X X X X X

Obtain venous blood samples X X X X X X X X X

Use glucose measuring device X X X X X X X X X

Perform Valsalva maneuver X X X X X X X X X

Perform needle cricothyroidotomy X X X X X X X X X

Perform needle thoracostomy X X X X X X X X X

Monitor thoracostomy tubes X X X X X X X X

Monitor & adjust IV solutions 
containing potassium ≤ 20 
mEq/L

X X X X X X X
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Paramedic Basic Scope of Practice Updated 8/23/2007

Medications
Fresno, 
Kings, 

Madera

Mountain-
Valley

North 
Coast

Northern 
California

San 
Bernardino, 
Inyo, Mono

Sierra-Sac Sonoma/Napa 
Mendocino

Alameda Contra Costa El Dorado

25% Dextrose X X X X X X X X X
50% Dextrose X X X X X X X X X X

Activated charcoal X X X X X X X X X X

Adenosine X X X X X X X X X
Aerosolized or nebulized beta-2 
specific bronchodilators

X X X X X X X X X X

albuterol albuterol albuterol 
meta-

proterenol

albuterol 
alupent

albuterol albuterol albuterol albuterol

Aspirin X X X X X X X X X

Atropine sulfate X X X X X X X X X X

Bretylium tosylate X X X X X X X X X

Calcium chloride X X X X X X X X X

Diazepam X X X X X X X X X X

Diphenhydramine hydrochloride X X X X X X X X X X

Dopamine hydrochloride X X X X X X X X X X

Epinephrine X X X X X X X X X X

Furosemide X X X X X X X X X X

Glucagon X X X X X X X X X X

Midazolam X X X X X X

Lidocaine hydrochloride X X X X X X X X X X

Morphine sulfate X X X X X X X X X X

Naloxone hydrochloride X X X X X X X X X X

Nitroglycerin preparations X X X X X X X X X X

Sodium bicarbonate X X X X X X X X X X

Syrup of ipeacac X X X X X X
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Paramedic Basic Scope of Practice Updated 8/23/2007

Medications Imperial Kern Los Angeles Marin Merced Monterey Orange Riverside Sacramento San Benito San Diego

25% Dextrose X X X X X X X X X X X
50% Dextrose X X X X X X X X X X X

Activated charcoal X X X X X X X X X

Adenosine X X X X X X X X X
Aerosolized or nebulized beta-2 
specific bronchodilators

X X X X X X X X X X X

albuterol albuterol albuterol albuterol alupent albuterol albuterol albuterol
Aspirin X X X X X X X X X X

Atropine sulfate X X X X X X X X X X X

Bretylium tosylate X X X X X X X X X

Calcium chloride X X X X X X X XCalcium chloride X X X X X X X X
Diazepam X X X X X X X X X

Diphenhydramine hydrochloride X X X X X X X X X X X

Dopamine hydrochloride X X X X X X X X X X X

Epinephrine X X X X X X X X X X X
Furosemide X X X X X X X X X X
Glucagon X X X X X X X X X X X
Midazolam X X X

Lidocaine hydrochloride X X X X X X X X X X X

Morphine sulfate X X X X X X X X X X X

Naloxone hydrochloride X X X X X X X X X X X

Nitroglycerin preparations X X X X X X X X X X X
Sodium bicarbonate X X X X X X X X X X X

Syrup of ipeacac X X X X
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Paramedic Basic Scope of Practice Updated 8/23/2007

Medications San 
Francisco

San Joaquin San Luis 
Obispo

San Mateo Santa 
Barbara

Santa Clara Santa Cruz Solano Tulare Tuolumne Ventura

25% Dextrose X X X X X X X X X

50% Dextrose X X X X X X X X X

Activated charcoal X X X X X X X X

Adenosine X X X X X X X X X
Aerosolized or nebulized beta-2 
specific bronchodilators

X X X X X X X X X

atrovent 
albuterol

albuterol albuterol albuterol proventil albuterol

Aspirin X X X X X X X X X

Atropine sulfate X X X X X X X X X
Bretylium tosylate X X X X X X X X X
C l i hl id X X X X X X X XCalcium chloride X X X X X X X X

Diazepam X X X X X X X X X

Diphenhydramine hydrochloride X X X X X X X X

Dopamine hydrochloride X X X X X X X X X

Epinephrine X X X X X X X X X

Furosemide X X X X X X X X X

Glucagon X X X X X X X X X

Midazolam X X X X

Lidocaine hydrochloride X X X X X X X X X

Morphine sulfate X X X X X X X X X
Naloxone hydrochloride X X X X X X X X X
Nitroglycerin preparations X X X X X X X X X

Sodium bicarbonate X X X X X X X X

Syrup of ipecac X X X X
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